
It seems absolutely ages since I wrote a piece for the web page, well actually it is ages and I firstly want to say I’m sorry, so this piece will be much longer and will be a look back over the last twelve months.

2011 started very well with the first contest of the year which was ‘Butlins’ and we gained a commendable 8th out of I think around 14 bands and yet again an  amazing weekend was had by all. 

We then put all our efforts into the area in March which was held at Bedworth, the Band once again put a commendable performance on and we where much higher up than the previous year but we unfortunately didn’t get a  very good placing but at the area you have many more bands and the competition is much harder.

This did not do us any harm as we worked really hard throughout the summer months on various engagements and Sarah Cliff our engagement secretary really did a wonderful job yet again getting us this years bookings some Park, Concerts and Private performances and I as a Musical Director tried very hard to vary the music as much as possible throughout and change the program a little to bring the band on and give more confident performances with many solos featuring our Principal Cornet Player Kevin Jackson, Solo Trombone Philip Hales, Sarah Cliff on Eb Bass, Solo Horn Angie Thrower and our new Solo Euphonium Ashley Hewson . Ashley is not new to the band as he used to play 2nd man down to Kevin on the front row but felt he would like a change and as the position of Solo Euphonium became vacant he fancied ago and as the saying goes the rest is history, he has taken to it like a duck to water.

Once our summer season came to an end we focused all or efforts on the next two contests the first being the ‘Bolsover Entertainment Contest’ where you need to perform a twenty minute program of your choice so as we had many pieces from throughout the summer I was able to pick the best and pieces the band also enjoyed playing. The performance went really well and I featured two of our best players for solo’s Kevin who played ’Buster Strikes Back’ and Ashley played ’By the time I get to Phoenix’ the remaining players also played well and we gained a 2nd prize which I believe is the first time in about 20 years that the band had gained a prize.

The second and last contest of the year was to be the ’Leicestershire Brass Band Association’ a own choice contest and I thought an ideal piece to play would be the Contest piece we played at the Butlins contest in January 2010 which was written by Leigh Baker who used to play for Melton Band some years ago and is now a well established  and respected  Composer, Arranger and Conductor who the band are very proud of.

This piece is ‘Roman Tryptych’ a very musical and descriptive piece depicting the trials and tribulations of Roman Times, If I was asked to sum up the piece in one word it would have to be in two, ‘Cinematic’ & ‘Brilliant’ (sorry but MD’s always take liberty’s) this piece I thought suited the band , they enjoyed playing and working on it and it showed in it’s contest Performance. Once again confidence was the key and hopefully a little help from me and a rehearsal with the composer himself, hard work and a positive attitude contributed the band gaining yet another 2nd Prize.

So now we say goodbye to 2011 and start 2012 with a performance of ‘The Seasons’ by Phillip Wilby and then of course the Area , but lets hope that I will be back before the Area with a new article.

To the Band and all who work in the background many thanks for a successful 2011 and well done to all!

Happy New Year and all the best for a successful 2012.

Graham

